J32	RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
»
one of Shivaji's biographers, Chitragupta, says that the Brahman
Kashipant secretly performed penance for what he had* done/* It
is to be remarked, that Sambhaji is stated by the same writer to have
been dressed like a Brahman79 with a Dhotar" tied round his
waist, and also with the sacred thread, which he did not get as of right
till about 1679, when Shivaji had his thread ceremony performed, with
a view to instal him as Yuvaraja or heir apparent.81
A somewhat similar occurrence had taken place before in Shivaji's
family, on his father ShahajFs death, when in spite of the prayers of
her son, Jijabai at first insisted on preparations being made for her
sacrificing herself as a Sati. Chitragupta's Life" shows, {hat the
argument which ultimately prevailed with the lady was, that if she
insisted on having her own way, Shivaji's life could not be relied on,
and the empire established by him would at once cease to exist. Other
instances of the same character are not wanting hi subsequent years
in the days of the Peshva power. The great violation of reljgious
rules, which was involved in the Brahman Peshvas taking to the mili-
tary profession,haslbecomeso familiar and such a matter of course, so
to say, that it hardly strikes one sufficiently as being a violation at all.**
T*p. 75. Other authorities say nothing about any penance. This test of
dining together appears to have been frequently applied in Maratha History.
See Inter alia M. R. Chitnis's Life of Rajaram II, p. 2; Asiatic Researches, Vol.
in, p. 137; Grant Duff, Vol. II, p. 39; Malcolm's Central India, Vol. II, pp.
131, 149; besides, Chitragupta's Life, p. 62; Gaikavad's Kaifiyat p. 6; Marathi
Samrajya Bakhar. p. 32, V. J. Vistara, Vol. IX, pp. 31-2, 70; Vol. X, p. 202;
Gupte's Bhonsle Bakhar, pp. 9, 20. 31. For two curious incidents connected with
dining together, see Holkar's Kaifiyat p. 4; Gupte's Bhonsle Bakhar, o. 31. A
writer in the Jnana Prakash of Poona says that when Rajaram and his atten-
dants were moving about the country, Aurangzeb's people once encountered
them; and in order to avoid their suspicions, Marathas, Prabhus and Brahmans
all sat down together to dinner in one row with silken clothes on. I have
not seen this stated in any of the published Bakhars.
78See Chitragupta's Life, p. 77; V. J. Vistara. Vol. X, p. 185; Scott's Deccan,
VoL II, p. 16.
80Peshva*s Bakhar, pp. 105, 139, 143, shows that Brahmans used trousers
without much scruple. Savai Madhavrav appears to have put them on on the
occasion of his wedding. See also Chitragupta's Shivaji, p. 5, Fprbes's Oriental
Memoirs, Vol. II, p. 12. In the Bhonsle Bakhar, p. 48, a change in the establish-
ed fashion of the headdress is strongly objectea to. It may be allowable, per-
haps, to point out the parallel between this and the curious conservatism of
an English lawyer mentioned in that most interesting work—Charles Summer's
Life and Letters, Vol. I, p. 338.
"See V. J. Vistara, Vol. X, p. 185; Marathi Samrajya Bakbar, p. 32;
tsnonsle Bakhar p. 9; Chitragupta's Shivaji, jx 77. At Dowsqn's Elliott, VoL
VII, p, 272, it is clearly implied that Sambhaji had been married before going
to Delhi. The contrary appears from V% J. Vistara, Vol. X, p. 303; Marathi
Samrajya Bakhar, p. 117; see also V. J. Vistara, Vol. XIII, p. 242.
**See p. 85. Compare Sabhasad's Life, p. 55, See also Holkar's Kaifiyat, p.
67, and Bernler p. 308,
"For what a Brahman ot our own day says about it, see V. J. Vistara
Vol. XXI, p. 284; see Sir Siva Kavya I, pp. 112-5, 121; H, pp. 49, 117. Com-
pare Malcolm's Central India, Vol. 3, p. 77; Forbes's* Oriental Memoirs, Vol. IL
p. 209; Forrest's p. 728. From Letters, Memorandum &c. (K.LS.) p. 9 we
learn that the Peshva had resorted to special religious ceremonials for obtain-
ing sovereignty.

